
Family Science Activity – Friday 26th June 2020 

Giant Bubbles 

https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental/giant-bubbles - watch the video 

 Make a home-bubble mixture and wands. Use them to look more closely at the characteristics and 

behaviour of soap bubbles. 

 ExpeRiment with different shapes and sizes of bubbles and see what you can and cannot control about 

bubbles. Learn how to make giant bubbles and find out why bubbles are usually round. 

 Learn how to make giant bubbles and find out why bubbles are usually round. 

https://www.rigb.org/docs/giantbubbles_infosheet_0_0.pdf - details on the information sheet. 

You will need: 

• Good quality washing up liquid  

• Water  

• Glycerin (optional)  

• Plastic tub or other container for bubble mixture  

• Measuring jug (optional)  

• Various things with holes in them for blowing bubbles with. Watch the video for ideas. Straws, pipe cleaners, 

paperclips, coat hangers, cookie cutters and cake tins with removable bottoms are all particularly good.  

• For giant bubbles: wooden spoons (or other sticks), a couple of metres of string and a small weight you can thread 

through it, like a metal key ring or nut. 

What to do: 

A mixture we found that works is 1 litre of water, 100ml of washing up liquid and 30 ml (2 tablespoons) of glycerin. 

Blow some bubbles!  

Put a straw into your bubble solution and try blowing gently into the liquid. You should be able to make a lot of 

bubbles very quickly. Then dip one end of a straw into the solution, take it out and blow gently through the other 

end. See if you can control the size of bubble you can blow out of the straw.  

Try making bubbles using things with bigger holes, like a paperclip or pipe cleaner bent into a circle. Try poking a dry 

finger into a bubble, then try the same thing after dipping your finger in bubble solution.  

Try making bubbles inside bubbles by poking a straw dipped in bubble solution into an existing bubble and blowing 

again.  

Try out objects with different shaped holes, like cookie cutters or pipe cleaners bent into other shapes. Try objects 

with really big holes, like a coat hanger or a cake baking tin with its bottom removed. Try making giant bubbles with 

the special wand we show you how to make in the video. 

Going Further:  

 You can experiment with your bubble mixture and giant bubble wand to see just how big you can get your 

bubbles to be. There are lots of different bubble mixture recipes on the internet, just search for “soap 

bubble recipe”.  

 You could try making two or three of them and comparing how good the bubbles they make are. 
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