
 
In this unit of RE, we are going to be investigating the question: 
 

‘How do the examples of Jesus’ followers guide us today?’ 
 
We will look at the story of the conversion of Saul and link this to more modern 
‘revelations’ that have shaped people’s lives.  
 
Lesson 1 
 
L.O: To use scripture and other sources to describe the character of Saul. 
 
Task 1 – Qualities essential to lead the Church 
The Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church. What qualities and experience do you 
think Pope Francis needed to posses and show for him to be given this highest of all 
positions? Make a short, bullet-pointed list in your book. 

   

   

    

   

   
 
Task 2 – Describe the character of Saul. 
 
Read the scripture below (you may be able to use the immersive reader that 
should/may be open on the top right of this page). It describes the stoning of 
Stephen (who became St Stephen) and introduces us to Saul. Make notes about the 
actions and character of Saul – does he show the qualities and values required of 
someone who may apply for the position of ‘Leader of the Catholic Church’? Would 
you give him the job? 
 
You now have a choice of tasks! 
 
Task A – Imagine Saul has applied for the job of Pope – leader of the Church. Of 
course he will not be given the position!  
 
Your task is to write the letter to Saul thanking him for his application but 
explaining in detail why, at this time, he is not suitable for the job. 
 
You should give as many reasons as possible, backed up with evidence from the 
scripture you have read. 



Task B – Leaders of the newly formed Christian Church want to put an end to Saul’s 
persecution of their followers. Your task is to create a ‘WANTED POSTER’ for 
this cruel man, explaining in detail his crimes and the reward for his capture. 
You can include a drawing of him to help people recognise him. 

   
 

Acts 7:55-8:3 

New International Version 

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven 

open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed 

at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

8 And Saul approved of their killing him. 



The Church Persecuted and Scattered 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all 

except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men 

buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the 

church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put 

them in prison. 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 

 

 

 


